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Program Note:

The tittle ‘The Office Tiger’ comes from American / Indian internet company which supplies ‘back office’
services. Filmmaker Liz Mermin made a documentaire about it 2007.
 
As a composer I am intrigued by the concept model with which such companies operate. ‘We’re changing the
way the world does business.’ While the people that actually do the work (the Indians) have a completely
different cultural perception of processing.

What kind of impact does this have on the employee?
Where is this going?
Is it even going anywhere?
Does globalization give society a new cultural identity? 

The office tiger is like a tiger in a glass house, pacing up and down in an environment that is not actually his
own. 

Musically speaking the Westerner approaches with a strong movement that can’t be avoided, whereas the
Indian raga music starts quietly by exploring the musical substance.
In the seventies the ‘West meets East’ theme was an important factor within the world of music. 
It was supported especially by Sir Yehudi Menuhin, the violinist, and by Ravi Shankar, the sitar player. For me
as a composer, the question is more: How do these processes shape the inner well-being of these collaborations
and cultural connections?

The Office Tiger has to deal with several aspects, namely: the fast dynamics (drive), his cultural background,
which continues to flow as an underlying layer, the doubt, the gray part of his soul.
These aspects alternate (speed / near standstill / processing). The composition is, as it were, about an office
worker.

The form of the composition is both a sonata and a raga, with the following sections flowing into each other.

Introduction, 
1st  part  frenzy and silence 
2nd part spirito puro 
3rd part globalization
Echo
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